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South African Methodists study Mixed Marriages 


(Capetown) - A special committee of the Methodist Church in South Africa 
has concluded that there are no theological grounds for prohibiting 
inter-racial marriages. 


"Racially-mixed marriages, provided they are securely founded on 
common cultural attainments and spiritual ideals, are not contrary to 
God!s law and man's law should not prohibit them’, the committee said 
in a booklet entitled, ‘Christian Convictions about a Multi-Racial 
society". 

However, the committee said it did not "advocate a general mixture, 
believing that neither European nor African desires mixed marriages. 

The essential foundation for a successful and happy marriage is a 
common heritage, culture and religion", it added. 


Stressing that the “only hope of preserving civilisation and Christ- 
ianity in South Africa is an integrated multi-racial community", the 
committee declared: ‘Those who support apartheid believe the most 
important thing is to keep the white race white for they see whites as 
the sole guardians of civilisation in South BE PaCa. 
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"In fact, the first article of their creed is belief in white 
privilege for white posterity. This leads to the worst feature of 
apartheid - determination not only to survive but to dominate, result- 
ing in a monopoly of privilege fundamentally selfish and an insistence 
on mastery which is un-Christian." 


The committee contended that the government's "determination" to 
pursue its segregation policies "is like running headlong to disaster". 
But it made it clear that it was not suggesting that all present 
patterns of separation be speedily abolished because “chaos would 
resnit". 


The committee concluded: "Total apartheid, in the sense of comple- 
tely separate and independent white and non-white states, would not be 
un-Christian if established by mutual agreement with justice on both 
Sides. But a completely independent black state on the borders of a 
white one would probably be as great a danger to the white state in 
south Africa as the present position is said to be. Complete terri- 
torial apartheid, therefore, is impracticable." uPS, Geneva 


UN Official Criticizes US Aid Policies 
(New York) - Andrew W. Cordier, United Nations undersecretary for 
General Assembly affairs, has told a meeting here that the United States 


should pattern its foreign aid operations after the work of Christian 
Iissionaries. 


Addressing delegates to the 23rd biennial convention of United 
Lutheran Church ifen, the US diplomat said his country must study the 
"psychology of giving" because foreign aid given in pride often causes 
the recipient to be humiliated. 


We must have sincere confidence in peoples - in their capacity 
to make a contribution even if they are unschooled and illiterate", he 
declared. ‘Much simple and national wisdom that men can build upon is 
to be found in every nation, no matter how young. The Christian 
missionaries in the past have found this so and have been able to build 
on this.'! 


Much of the United States! financial aid has been misdirected, he 
added. He quoted an official of a government receiving US aid who 
said, "You Americans often scratch where it doesn't itch". EPS, Geneva 


Tibetan Refugee Children Meet Swiss Foster Parents 

(Geneva) - With many a hug and scarcely a whimper, sixteen Tibetan 
refugee children, aged between three and seven years of age, have found 
new parents, brothers, and sisters. in Switzerland. 


Every one of them is an orphan or had become separated from his or her 
family during the flight from Tibet. Now with the approval of the 
Dalai Lama and the Swiss authorities they are to become members of 
Swiss families who will bring them up exactly as though they were their 
own children. 
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mre have promised the Dalai Lama to give these little boys and 
girls a great deal of love and a good education," Mr. C. Aeschimann, 
of Olten, Switzerland, who conceived the idea and carried it through 
almost single~handed, said at a welcoming party for the children 
when they arrived. 


The children have such names as Gadee, Kalsang, Phuchung, Bhutee, 
and Yeshe Lhazom. They speak only Tibetan but experience suggests that 
they will quickly pick up German and French from their new brothers - 
and sisters. 


the idea arose when lir. Aeschimann met Heinrich Harer, the author 
of the best-seller "Seven Years in Tibet". This aroused Mr.seschimann's 
interest in the country and he wondered what he could do for the 
children who were refugees in India. 


It occurred to iir. Aeschimann that people in Switzerland might be 
willing to take some Tibetan children into their families and bring 
them up as their own. ‘With the approval of the Dalai Lama who is also 
a refugee in India, he described his idea in newspaper articles. 


When readers wrote to him he went to see them and told them what 
hey would be undertaking. Then he obtained permission from the Swiss 
authorities for the children to be brought to Switzerland for reseutletemm 


After this Mr. Aeschimann enlisted the aid of such voluntary 
Societies as Swiss Aid to Tibet and the World Council of Churches. 


The Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
WCC is currently resettling more than 12,000 refugees a year in new 
countries and it was able to use its - experience in this field to 
facilitate the transfer of the Tibvetan youngsters for whom sponsors 
had been obtained. It also arranged with the United States Hscapee 
Programme to pay the full cost of bringing over the children. 


The response to Mir. Aeschimann's scheme has been so generous that 
40 offers of sponsorship could not be met, but it may be possible to 
arrange for a second party of Tibetan orphans to be brought out later. 
Note to Hditors:- pictures to accompany this story are available from 
Tire world Council of Chuswches, 


17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland, 
Se : : EPS Genvea 


North Irish Churchmen Oppose Capital Punishment 


(Belfast) - A statement opposing capital punishment has been issued by 
representatives of the Presbyterian, Anglican and ilethodist communions 
in Northern Ireland after the death penalty was administered recently 
in Beifast after a 20-year interval. 


Among those who signed the statement were the Rt. Rev. W.A.A. Park, 
moderator of the Presbyterian General Assembly; the Rev. C. W. Ranson, 
president of the Methodist Church in Ireland; and the Rev. W.J.R. Benson, 
secretary of the Belfast Council of Churches. HPS, Geneva 


NCCI Leaders to Confer with Huropean Churchmen 

(Tew York) - Two officials of the National Conference of Christions and 
Jews (USA) will spend two weeks next month conferring with Protestant, 
Catholic, Orthodox and Jewish leaders who are seeking to "bring about 
significant new approaches to the increased inter-religious understand- 
ing now taking place in continental Hurope". 
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Dr. Lewis Webster Jones, NCCJ president, and Dr. Dumont Kenny, 
the conference's vice-president for programme development, will meet 
with leaders of the World Council of Churches, Vatican ofiioliaie, ema 
others interested in promoting community co-operation among people of 
various religious faiths. ee 


The tour will mark the launching of a four-year NCCJ programme 
if Says aon Be ; : s 2 = a 
to raise the general level of public discussion and understanding 
among religious groups differing on issues of public concern", 


Dr. Jones said the programme hes three prima 

(1) to analyze the varied practical and theoretical problems involving 
Political action and religious freedom; (2) to bring greater 
intellectual coherence and depth into inter-religious relationships 
and public policy; and (4) to lessen destructive conflict created by 


4 


different religious approaches to social problems. iPS, Geneva 


Priest Reports Conversions of Hast India Aborigines 


(Trichinopoly, India) - A itoman Catholic missionary has reported that 
progress is being made in the conversion of aboriginal tribesmen in 
south-east India to the goman Catholic faith. 


The Revs K. Hite, of the Society of the Divine Word, who 1s works 
ing in the area, said that most of the conversions have been made 
among animists who previously worshipped mountains, rivers, and trees. 

Concentrating their efforts in the Diocese of Sambalpur, Father 
Ritz said that the Divine Word missionaries are largely responsible 
for the number of new converts. At present, there are some 90,000 
Catholics in a total population of 1,000,000 in the diocesan area. 

iPS, Geneva 


US Churches' Labour Message Says Full Employment is "Ethical Imoerative" 


(New York) - The National Council of Churches in the United States in 
its annual Labour Sunday message, has declared that full employment is 
"an ethical imperative!’ in the age of automation. 

Mlgwechieve it, 2b will) require the best creative, thinking tand 
action on the part of everyone, including labour, management, agri- 
culture, government and the Christian churches", the message observed. 


‘Immediately there must be retraining and relocation of workers, 
better provisions for retirement and transfer of benefits, assistance 


ig) Glriicuis psychological adjustments", it continued. “All.segmente 
of the community must be willing to assume responsibility for such 
programmes, even as labour must be willing to accept new techniques 


(of production). 


insisting that the total problem cannot be solved by “stop-gap 
measures", the message noted that “only a positive and determined 
effort for efficient, full production and full employment aimed at 
providing decent living conditions the world over can do that". 


It is the Adth annual Labour Service message issued by the Coun- 
cil's Department of the Church and Heonomic Life. It is expected to 
be read in many churches across the country on Labour sunday, 
september 3. BPS, Geneva 
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Bpiscopal Weekly Criticizes Encyclical 

(Milwaukee, Wisc.) - The Living Church, a US Protestant Episcopal 
magazine published here,has criticized Pope John XYI‘I's "Mater et 
Voehoriaw enovye icad TOrewiateit calle “a total picture of a 
paternal state obeying the dicates of a matriarchal Church", 


"In spite of elements of moral and intellectual grandeur", it 
said, "it does not finally commend itself to men brought up in an 
atmosphere of freedom." 


"Neither States nor Churches have in practice proved themselves 
to be sufficiently wise and patient and good to be given the amount of 
authority over the lives of individuals and groups that is depicted 
in "Mater et Magistra- 


"Tf only everybody believed correctly and exercised his reason 
upon the social problems of the world, the encyclical seems to imply, 
the rest would be easy. But if this were true, then Spain and Italy 
and Portugal would be havens of social peace and prosperity." 


The weekly, like most Protestant commentators, took issue with 
the encyclical's position on population control, charging that it had 
"failed to face squarely the problems of densely populated countries, 
while flatly rejecting birth control as a means of redressing the 
imbalance between population and the supply of food", 


Its comments, generally, however, were in sharp contrast to the 
reactions of the majority of Protestant church leaders, most of whom 
have hailed it for its liberal views on social doctrine and legislation. 
(See EPS No. 29) EPS, Geneva 


Kenyatta, Calls tor Unity and Peace 


(Nairobi) - Jomo Kenyatta, the symbol of African nationalism in Kenya, 
returned to his home in Gatundu near here after nine years imprison- 
ment and restricted custody and immediately called upon his people to 
work for unity and peace. 
"Then we will get our independence faster," said Kenyatta, speak- 
ing in Swahili and in Kikuyu to the thousands of Africans who greeted 
him upon his return home. 


Wit sunerelis trouble, violence or disturbances, our independence 
will be delayed,'' he said. "Whoever supports trouble or violence is an 
enemy of our freedom." 


Kenyatta, who was arrested by the British Government following the 
nationalist uprisings of the early 1950s, earlier met with two groups 
of church leaders in Maralal, where he had been living in restricted 
residence. (See EPS No.22) 


The nationalist leader told a group of Friends (Quakers) that the 
future of all minority groups in Kenya would be safeguarded, and that 
no one who accepted Africans as equals had anything to fear. Those 
who held other views would leave, he added. BPs, Geneva 
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Non-Violent Peace Brigade Proposed 


(London) - A proposal for a World Peace Brigade of unarmed volunteers 
trained in the Gandhian techniques of non-violence, has been announced 
here. 


The proposal is being backed by a number of prominent Christian 
leaders from several countries, who have formed a preparatory 
committee. 


The announcement said the non-political international brigade would 
offer itself as an alternative to the sending of a United Nations armed 
force and would go to any area of tension in the world. Members would 
be prepared to risk their lives "by walking between hostile groups to 
pacify them by words, by literature or by their very presence." 


The preparatory committee has asked the Lebanese Government for 
permission to hold a conference near Beirut from December 28 to 
January 1 to discuss the proposal. Sponsors of the movement include 
Jr. Martin Niemoller, South African novelist Alan Paton, Danilo Dole, 
Sicily, Bertrand Russell and the Abbé Pierre of France. 


A spokesman said there already has been wide response from individ- 
uals and organisations who wish to join or support the brigade. 
President Nyerere of Tanganyika has invited the brigade to come to his 
country for training. EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholics, Protestants Oppose School Control Transfer 


(Capetown, South Africa) - Roman Catholics in the Union of South Africa 
have joined forces with an inter-church Protestant committee to protest 
against plans for transferring control over Coloured schools in the 
Cape Province from provincial to central government authorities. 


A report in The Methodist Churchman said it was "the first time 
that Catholics in South Africa had associated themselves with an inter- 
church organization of this type". The publication said the associa- 
tion was "most gratifying", 


Represented on the Inter-Church Committee opposing the transfer 
are the African Methodist Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church, the 
Congregational Union of South Africa, and the Lutheran, Methodist, 
Moravian and Dutch Reformed Mission Churches. EPS, Geneva 


Tableau Stirs Controversy 


(Derby, England) - A tableau showing Christ as a young man in modern 
dress standing before a uniformed inquisitor and guarded by a steel- 
helmeted soldier has caused an uproar in the community of Bonsall, 
Derbyshire, England. 


The picture was awarded first prize in the village's ancient 
tableau contest, winning out over traditional representations of Christ 
in Biblical garb, but the decision angered several persons. "It is a 
mockery and a travesty", said one. 


Alan Bednall, designer of the tableau, defended his work...) lerwer 
Christian could retain humility before a jack-booted, machine-gun bear- 
ing inquisitor - as Christ did before Pontius Pilate - he would achieve 
211 that Jesus could ask", he said. ‘And if Jesus came back to earth 
today he would come in modern Glothes, not in a gown. Could the girlish 
figure shown as Jesus in most paintings have gone up to a tough fisher- 
man like Peter and gained instant recognition as the Master?", he added. 

EPS, Geneva 
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Jewish Life Termed at End in Russia 


(Chicago) - "Jewish life in Russia is now virtually at an end", 

J. I. Fishbein, editor and publisher of the Sentinel, a US Jewish 
weekly newspaper has reported here at the conclusion of a three-week 
tour of the Soviet Union. 


Mr. Fishbein reported only one synagogue remaining in each of even 
the largest Jewish centres of the Soviet Union and that they are used 
almost exclusively by elderly people. 


He estimated on the basis of statistics that about 2,500,000 of the 
world's estimated 15,000,000 Jews live in Russia. He said young 


Russian Jews will have nothing to do with Jewish religious life. "As 
long as you do not seek to perpetuate your Jewishness, apparently there 
is no discrimination," he commented. EPS, Geneva 


"We Are Brothers", Bishop Debelius Tells Berliners 


(Berlin) - Bishop Otto Dibelius has told Christians in Berlin that no 
political barriers can ever separate them, and that regardless of what 
happens, "yet, we are brothers". 


The octogenarian German church leader spoke in a Monday radio 
programme, carried by the West Berlin radio into both sectors of the 
divided city. 


"All things work for the gooa of those who love God," he affirmed. 
Nie must face this new trial without bitterness and have confidence in 
Him who guides the hearts of men." 


His message was broadcast in the midst of increasing tension, 
after Communist troops sealed off the East Berlin border in an effort 
to halt the mass exodus of refugees into the Western sector. 


Dr. Dibelius is Bishop of the Church of Berlin Brandenburg, and 
his diocese includes parishes in both the Bast and West sectors. 


Two years ago the church's Synod developed a plan for action in 
the event of its congregations in the East being cut off from those in 
the West. However, it was learned, following a meeting of church 
leaders on Monday, that they did not feel the present situation 
warrented putting the plan into action. EPS, Geneva 


PoChernoposes Plan for Derlin Crisis 

(Le Chambon-sur-Lignon, France) - The International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation (IFOR) has called upon the Western and Soviet powers to 
come to an agreement which would make Berlin an internationally 
guaranteed and supervised free city. 


It has also asked for a neutralized confederation of German states, 
and the development of a "denuclearized belt" in the centre of Burope. 


The proposal is put forward in a 500-word statement, issued at 
the conclusion here this week of the bi-annual meeting of the Fellow- 
ship's policy-making Council. Sixty-nine persons from hurope, Canada 
and the United States participated. No BKastern Huropean country was 
represented, as IFOR does not have permission to organize in these 
countries, 
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The statement made these points: 


PPh her invarisis 28 not really a crisis of Berlin, but a further 
manifestation of the plieht of a world victimised by the struggle 
between two groups of nations, each afraid of the other and led by its 
fear into the very acts and attitudes likely to lead to the catastrophe 
it dreads. A peaceful solution of the Berlin impasse can be readily 


found in the direction of moves intended to reduce the tension between 
the two blocs. 


"Under the circumstances of our times; for example, no solution om 
Berlin or Germany 1tseli will be acceptable that serves in any way to 
strengthen the position of either group of powers vis-a-vis the other. 
Given the will to find a peaceful solution, however, there are promising 
directions in which negotiations might proceed. Some of these ares- 


"(1) Bither the inclusion of all of Berlin in an internationally 
Suaranteed and supervised free city, or the agreement to main- 
tain the present sectors, Hast and West, under their present 
political and military authorities until the whole city of Berlin 

Can.take its proper place in a neutralised confederation of 
German states; 


"(2) The early recognition by the Western Powers of the German 
Democratic Kepublic and of the Oder-Neisse line as Germany's 
eastern frontier; 


"( 3) The simultaneous withdrawal of the German Federal Republic 
from NATO and the German Democratic Republic from the Warsaw Pact; 


"(A4) The disarmament of the two Germanies by phases, beginning 
With their joint renunciation of all nuclear arms and other 
weapons of mass destruction; 


ney, The opening of negotiations between the three Western allies, 
the USSR, the Scandinavian governments, Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, and the two Germanies, with the aim of creating without 
delay a denuclearised belt in the centre of Herope and, in the 
following phase, a completely demilitarised Huropean heartland; 


"(6) The preparation of a German Confederation through direct 
negotiations between the two disarming German republics; the further 
negotiation between the German Vontederation and the Berlin author- 
ities of the role of that city within the Confederation; 


"(7) he establishment of a treaty of peace between the German 
Confederation and the states that were at war with the National 
pocialist Reich; 


(8) The commitment of all states engaged in the foregoing series 
of negotiations to work simultaneously for effective, world-wide 
disarmament, beginning with nuclear weapons and their testing. 


mihe international body is an association of national Fellowships 


Sie heconc atom in 25 countrics. Lt includes both Protestants and 
Roman Catholics and has about 430,000 members. BPS, Geneva 


WCC Appeals for Congo Aid 


(Geneva) = Aiurcent appeal for doctors, medicines, food, supplies and 
funds for relief work among Angolan and other refugees in the Congo has 
been made by the World Council of Churches. 
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The international body in a letter issued here called upon its 
176 member churches to help underwrite both emergency aid and long-term 
educational and rehabilitation assistance programmes. 


A major part of the help is required for the thousands of Angolan 
refugees in the Congo. An estimated 150,000 have already crossed the 
border and hundreds more are reported coming in every day. 


Protestant church aid is channeled through the Congo Protestant 
Relief Agency (CPRA) which has headquarters in Leopoldville. The agency 
has responsibility for an area in which 30,000 Angolans are located. 

Aid in other areas is being given by the Red Cross and Caritas, the 
Roman Catholic relief agency. 


The appeal for assistance is based on first-hand reports made by the 
Rev. William Du Val, administrative secretary of the WCC's Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, and Pastor Pierre Benignus, of 
the Evangelical Mission Society of Paris. Both recently spent several 
days in the Congo on an inspection tour to determine needs in the relief 
operation. 


They reported the following are "urgently required": 


Doctors - At present there are only 250 qualified practitioners in 
the entire Congo. About -20 of these were recruited through "Operation 
Doctor", a co-operative plan of the Protestant churches. Many more are 
required to meet "a crisis situation". 


Medicines + The following in any quantity are required immediately: 
anti-malarial drugs, worm medicines, iron, aspirin, anti-biotics, 
vitamins, bandaging in bulk in all widths. Also needed is dried fish 
because it keeps well in the hot climate and is-rich in protein nourish= 
ment, the most serious dietary lack of most refugees. 


Supplies - Two 5 or 6 ton trucks and a Volkswagen Combibus are 
required. The trucks are used to carry food to the border areas and take 
refugees to the interior on return. Funds are also required for the 
transport of supplies to areas which can be reached only by air-freight. 


The World Council appeal asks that all supplies be sent directly to 
the Congo in car of Mr. Glen W. Tuttle, executive secretary of the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, B.P. 124, Leopoldville, Congo. He should be 
contacted in advance to determine port of shipment. Funds should be 
sént to the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 

EPS, Geneva 


Methodists Will Consider Formation of World Church 


(Oslo, Norway) - Some 2,000 Methodist leaders,convened here for the tenth 
World Methodist Conference which opened here yesterday, will consider a 
proposal for unification of their churches into a World Methodist Church. 
This would create the largest integrated Protestant church in the world. 
The delegates represent 40 Methodist churches with a membership of 
20,000,000 in 76 countries. 


Advocates of the proposal argue that the advance of Christianity is 
Dememimocdcd an Africa and-Asia by tags of "colonialism" and "imperials 
ism’. A World Methodist Church would not be tied to any race, nation or 
economic system. 
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Those who oppose the plan fear the creation of a powerful Methodist 
bloc might tempt politicians to use it in the cold war,and that with 
US resources it would become merely "anti-Communist". EPS, Geneva 


Five New Member Churches For yr World Presbyterian Alliance 


(Oegstgeest, Netherlands ) - Five additional churches have been ‘admitted 
to membership in the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (World 
Presbyterian Alliance). The action was taken at a meeting of the 
Alliance's 25-member Executive Committee held here last week. It 
brings the number of Alliance member churches to 89. Twenty-eight of 
these are in Europe and. 22 in Africa. 


The new members are the United Presbyterian Church of Pakistan, the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Rio Muni (Spanish Guinea), the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Ruanda (Africa), the United Church of 
Central Africa in Rhodesia, and the Presbytery of Guiana (British Guiana, 
South America). 


In another session, the Committee endorsed the lines being taken in 
a study now underway by the Alliance's Department of Theology on 
"Catholicity as it is understood by the Reformed Churches". It express- 
ed the hope that the study will produce a statement on the proper vr 
behaviour of Presbyterian and Reformed churches in union negotiations. 
EPS, Geneva 


jieal, Mehral sya 


Dr. Martin Niemoller continues to improve, following an automobile 
accident at Aabenraa, Denmark. Doctors at the hospital in South Jutland 
Said the German Hvangelical Church leader is now able to receive visitors. 
Dr. Niemoller was injured in an automobile accident. which took the lives | 
of his wife and their housekeeper. (See BPS No.31) iss 


¥ xX * 
Chinese women refugees from Hong Kong will receive training as ue 


nurses in Germany through a plan organised by a Lutheran Convent in 
Wuppertal and Lutheran World Service, Hong Kong. Nine have already | 


arrived in Germany and started training. After two years as probationers, 


they will continue with a three-ycar student-nursé course, which will 
prepare them for examinations for the State Nursing Diploma. Upon 
graduation they will return to Hong Kong to work in the Fang-Ling 
Hospital there. 

¥ * * 


A leading German churchman has proposed that the first Sunday after 
Trinity Sunday be set aside every year as a time of special services of 
repentence for the slaughter of the Jews during the Nazi era. The 
proposal has been made by Probst D. Heinrich Gruber, former represent- 
ative of the Bvangelical Church in Germany to the Hast German government.’ 
He recommended that special collections for Israel be taken at the 
services. Dr. Gruber recently was in the news when he testified for the 
prosecution at the Bichmann trial in Israel. 


* Xs * 
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Dr. Kathleen Kenyon of the British School of Archaeology and 
members of the Jerusalem Ecole Biblique have unearthed ancient city 
walls, believed to be the site:of the earliest Jerusalem of the 
Canaanite period. In announcing the discovery, Dr. Awnu Dajani, 
director of the Jordan Antiquities Department, said the wall is 
believed to be part of the city captured by David, 1,000 years before 
Christ. 


* * * 


Church World Service, relief agency of the National Council of 
Churches (USA), has launched a new relief ond rehabilitation programme 
in British Honduras. The programme will include agricultural develop- 
ment, handicraft projects, education and social case work. 


* * * 


Missionaries of the Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk of South Africa 
have completed the translation of the Bible into the Tiv language of 
Northern Nigeria. The work was begun when the South African mission- 
aries went to Nigeria a half-century ago. The first booklet published 
am the Tiv language in 1914 contained certain chapters from the 
Seriptures. 


* * * 


Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cicognani has been named by Pope John XXIII 
as Vatiean Secretary of State to succeed the late Domenico Cardinal 
Marding ,.who.died on 40th July. Cardinal Cicogsnani., (8, is a member 
of the Roman Curia, the Roman Catholic Church's governing body, and 
has been secretary of the congregation of the Hastern Catholic Church. 
Vatican sources have reported that Pope John will hold a consistory 
toward the end of September to fill vacancies in the Sacred College of 
Cardinals. Last January the College was raised to 85 members, its 
highest membership in history. However, four cardinals have died since 
that time. BPS, Geneva 


* * * 


NOTH: There will be no EPS issues on 25th August or lst September. 
The next issue will be dated 8th September. 


CORRECTION: The number of Protestants in Burma was incorrectly listed 


in llth August issue of EPS as 6,000. The correct figure 
is 600,000. 
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Special Report 
Mission Hospita ls "Swamped" in Congo 
ag 


By Hugh’ Samson,’ British Council: of ‘Churches 


(Leopoldville, Congo) = Mission hospitals in the Congo are being swamped 
with patients, and according to Dr. Glen Tuttle, chairman of the Congo 
Protestant Relief Agency, the position "is going to get a lot worse''. 


, 


Dr. Tuttle, a US medical missionary, says that the serious shortage 
of doctors inthe Congo has not “yet vasuttea in any marked decline in 
public health, but "we are only just about holding our own. Like every 
sector of crekanieie life in the Congo we are coasting along under the impe- 
tus of the administration before Independence." 


Before Congolese independence there were about 750 doctors, mostly 
Belgians, in the country. This represented one doctor for about every 
20,000 persons. The position today is that there are only 250 qualified 
Mea tocore including those brought in temporarily by the World Health 
Organisation and the Congo Protestant Relief Agency. The League of Red 
Cross Societies also brought in doctors on a temporary basis but, being 
essentially an emergency organisaticn it has since withdrawn then. 


The first two Congolese doctors graduated last month (July) from 
Lovanium University, Leopoldville; but Dr. Tuttle estimates that it will 
be at least 25 years before there are. anything like enough qualified 
Congolese. 


There are about 45 Protestart mission hospitals in the Congo and 
though inadequately staffed they are a little better-off for doctors than 
the Government hospitals. The plight of these Government hospitals has 
led WHO to raise its 5-year target from 100 doctors to 200. Meanwhile, 
unable to get treatment in Government hospitals, patients are crowding 

the mission hospitals. 


Through gifts from churches and drug houses overseas the drug scar- 
city at mission hospitals has been eased somewhat, there is still a 


shortage of anti-malarials, worm medicines, iron for anaemia, and aspirin. 


But State hospitals are in a worse position because the Government lacks 
foreign currency. Recently about £150,000-worth ($420,000) of medical 
supplies arriving at the Congolese port of Matadi had to be turned away 
because the Congolese Government was unable to pay for them. 


Under the Congo Protestant Re-ef Agency's "Operation Doctor" about 
20 doctors will be in action by September. The CPRA target is 100 doctors 
over a 5-year period. The agency brings the doctors in from overseas on 
temporary engagements for periods of 4 months, 6 months o1 a year. Their 
passage and keep are provided for by the agency, and dependent families 
left at home are also given an allowance. A man coming in under Operation 
Doctor receives about £70 ($200) a month plus half that amount again for 
his wife if she accompanies him. Present CPRA doctors are mostly from the 
USA, but there are two from Britain and two from Canada. 


At a 200-bed mission hospital some 50 miles west of Leopoldville I 
asked a doctor from Florida what had persuaded him to take a 4 months 
leave of absence from his practice at home. "The need", he said simply. 
"T read of it in a church paper back home and discussed the situation 
with a missionary home on furlough from the Congo. I just locked my sur- 


gery door and came." 


¢ 
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The hospital at Kimpesi where this doctor has temporarily joined 
the medical staff now has 260 in-patients and an almost uncountable num- 
ber of out-patients who walk or ride in from miles around and sleep in 
the huts provided for them during their treatment. 


The normal practice in Africa, where nurses are almost as scarce as 
doctors, is for a patient to bring one "helper" to hospital with him to 
cook his food and look after his general needs, With the single exception 
of the new Lovanium University Hospital near Leopoldville, no hospital 
feeds its patients. The helpers are generally wives or sisters who, al- 
though leaving older children in the care of relatives, have to bring 


- unweaned babies along to hospital with them - not to mention cooking- 


pots, blankets and other miscellaneous possessions. 


At Kimpesi it is estimated that over 600 people sleep every night 
in this 200-bed hospital. When I toured it at 9 pem. one evening it re- 
quired the utmost care to avoid treading on sleeping bundles lying Head- 
to-toe along every corridor and between the beds in each ward. 

(See also story page 8 this issue) 


Pictures to illustrate the work of the churches in the Congo are 
available from the World Council of Churches Information Department, 
17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. 


we 
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